54                             DELESSEPS
was warned to be careful " to avoid allowing the mea
at present invested with power in the Roman States
to suppose that we (France) regard them as a regular
Government, for that would give them a moral force
which they are at present lacking. It will be desirable,
in the partial arrangements which you may conclude
with them, to avoid using any expression or making
any stipulation which may be likely to excite the
susceptibilities of the Holy See or of the Gaeta
Conference, which is only too ready to assume that we
are inclined to attach no value to the authority and
interests of the Court of Rome." Finally, he was
engaged " to confer with MM. d'Harcourt and De
Rayneval in reference to all matters which do not call
for an immediate solution " and " to maintain close and
confidential relations with General Oudinot."
The Foreign Minister, M. Drouyn de Lhuys, himself
read over these instructions to De Lesseps, whose com-
ment was that it would be impossible to act in concert
with MM. d'Harcourt and De Rayneval, as their
mission and his were quite different, not to say contrary
in principle. The answer was: " Simply send them
duplicates of your despatches." The two gentlemen
named were engaged at Gaeta on behalf of the French
Government in endeavouring to secure from the Papal
Court a clear pronouncement of a moderate and liberal
policy should the States of the Church be restored and
the Republican Government be overthrown.
De Lesseps was summoned from the Foreign Office
to the Elysee for a final interview with the Prince-
President before his departure. Louis Bonaparte asked
to see his instructions, and remarked that he thought